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Old Seminole Heights Neighborhood Association Board Meeting Minutes  

Tuesday, January 19, 2010


CALL TO ORDER:

The meeting was called to order at 6:34 pm by Evan St. Ives, vice-president, presiding officer, the president’s office being vacant.

Evan opened with a statement explaining the resignation of the president and two trustees and his becoming presiding officer with the approval of the board.  He thanked the board for its support and expressed satisfaction in how smoothly the operation of the organization has continued during this time.

He then explained that the board has decided to conduct meetings by more closely following Robert’s Rules of Order.   We will also adhere more closely to the bylaws which provide that the presiding officer may set rules of conducting meetings.  One aspect of this is that meetings are open only to members and invited guests.  

He further advised that from now on OSHNA is going to operate on a goal-oriented basis.

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

The agenda was considered and Shawn moved to add a letter to those who resigned accepting their resignation.  Peter seconded.  Motion passed.

Greg requested that we add a Lake Roberta report to the agenda. 

Cathy moved to approve the agenda as amended, Doreen seconded, motion passed.

QUORUM

1. Board members in attendance:  Evan St. Ives, vice-president; Cathy Simon, treasurer; Bill Hunter, secretary; and trustees Doreen Di Bona, Peter Spanos, and Shawn Hicks.

2. Others Present: Gail Davis, Eric Krause, Greg Barnhill, Linq Ralphs (spelling?), Kacy Curry, Ann McDonald, Brad Patrick, Peter Spanos, Jeff Harmon, Doreen Jesseph, Gary Ellsworth, Stuart Hess, and Deirdre Welch.

SECRETARY’S REPORT

1. Secretary’s Report – Bill Hunter

The report had been sent out by email for the board’s review.

Doreen moved that we pass the Secretary’s Report, Peter Seconded, the motion passed.

LETTERS INCOMING

a. Resignations of Bill Duvall, president; Sherry King, trustee; and Stuart Hess, trustee.

b. HART – request to be present at GM meeting, has been approved

c. Shannon Edge – regarding the HTNA petition.

d. Ellsworth/Genovar-Simons – request to address the OSHNA board about the Joint land use committee

e. State of Florida – Annual corporate report, pending and will be addressed in the near future.

f. CPA follow-up – Michelle Greenberg

LETTERS OUTGOING

a. Shannon Edge informational – OSHNA change in leadership

b. Invitation to HART to have a table to GM meeting

c. Invitation to CVS to have a table at GM meeting

d. Shannon Edge – Oaks at Riverview representation

NEW OFFICERS

1 Evan made a short introduction on appointment procedure explaining that it is the board’s responsibility to fill vacancies on the executive board.

2. Nominations for committee chairs

Evan nominated the following:

a. Home Tour – Eric Krause

b. Land Use – Kacy Curry

c. Cathy moved acceptance, Doreen seconded, passed.

3. Nominations for President, Nominations for trustees (3)

a. Peter nominated Linda Rodgers as trustee

b. Cathy nominated Shawn Hicks for president

c. Doreen nominated Kacy Curry as trustee

d. Bill nominated Dierdre Welch as trustee

Peter Spanos moved that we vote on the slate of nominations as a group, Bill Hunter seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.

The full slate was approved unanimously, with Evan as presiding officer voting yes.

4. Presiding officer changes:  VP yielded the chair to new president; new president and the new trustees are seated.

5. Bill Hunter asked to make a public statement.  He voiced appreciation for Evan St. Ives very ably taking the helm and putting in many hours and much effort in leading the organization.  The statement was greeting with hearty 

applause.

COMMENTS FROM GARY ELLSWORTH, president of South Seminole Heights

Gary Ellsworth, president of South Seminole Heights, arrived at 6:50 to address the board about the joint land use committee.  He briefly described the history of the joint committee and the types of issues on which that committee has worked.  He pointed out that generally, these have had to do with business issues (such as form-based zoning and the new CVS, but not PD’s, code issues, etc.).  He met with Sherry Simons and Bill Duvall sometime in early December, 2009, to discuss how often the committee should meet.  He did feel that it has been effective for the three organizations to have a unified voice in front of City Council.  SESH has a new land use representative, Margo Valenti.  At the last president’s meeting it had been concluded that it would be best to limit the land use committee to the three neighborhood associations in order to keep a neighborhood focus.  Kacy and Gary briefly discussed the status of the CVS plan.  Kacy will coordinate with Gary about an upcoming meeting.

TREASURER’S REPORT

1. Treasurer’s Report – Cathy Simon

Cathy noted that we had not paid the TECO bill as there were not sufficient funds in that account.  However, we recently received a donation of $100.00 from Shawn Hicks so she will pay the Teco bill tomorrow.

Peter asked for clarification of the CD’s.  Cathy advised that the 12 mo CD rolled over and we cashed in the 6 month CD.  There were some questions as to how to allocate funds.  Shawn suggested we defer these decisions until we have finalized the budget.  Cathy suggested we have a donation spot for this at the GM meeting.  Shawn advised he will put an entry on PayPal for this.

Evan moved that we pass the Treasurer’s Report, Doreen seconded, the motion passed.

2.  Presentation of the budget

Cathy presented the preliminary budget and noted that, as it stands, we are in the hole. 

Evan advised that last year in making up the budget, that if there was an item about which we were not positive, we listed it as deferred.  

After discussion, we concluded to set the budget meeting for Saturday, February 6, 9:00 am, at Bill Hunter’s house.  He will provide food.

4.   The CPA we used for the review has inquired if we will need her to file an IRS return.    Linda advised that it is customary to use an outside CPA for such a return.  After discussion the board concluded that a. we need to file  a return stating that we do not pay income taxes; b. as far as anyone knows, we have never filed a return; and c. that it would be advisable to use the same CPA who reviewed our books.  Cathy noted her hourly rate is $140.00.  Linda advised that the IRS has been focusing more on not-for-profits and non-profits.

Doreen moved we employ Michelle Greenberg to do our tax return, Kacy seconded, the motion passed.

5.   The board discussed the state not-for profit corporate report.  Cathy will complete and send it in, listing the board members as of today.

NEIGHBORHOOD CONCERNS:

No concerns were expressed.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

1.  MEMBERSHIP - Doreen Di Bona

       a. Status of Bungalow Magazine being sold at Sherry’s Yesterdaze.  

Doreen has not been able to find out exactly where the remaining copies are.  Evan did go to Sherry’s found that she was not available; he has not been able to get in touch with her.  He asked the clerk at the store if they had a supply of the magazines and she said yes but had no details.  Evan has called twice but has had no reply.  Doreen suggested we leave things as they are at present.

Looking to the future, Doreen suggested we need to determine how they arrive here and how we should handle them in the future.  She also advised that it was her understanding that OSHNA was to have a subscription to the magazine but she is not sure where this is going.


Cathy asked Greg why we started this project.  He advised that we get 25% off retail on purchase so we do make money on them.   


Linda advised that the magazine is available at any number of places in the city, we have no permanent address from which to market it, and it is her opinion that this is not an appropriate activity for OSHNA.  


Shawn will contact Suzanne to determine the facts of the situation. 

Linda moved that we cease accepting the magazine but that we can consider obtaining special status for subscriptions for members in due time, with any bills pending or coming due soon will be paid, Peter seconded, the motion passed.

Evan asked if it is the understanding of the board that no Bungalow Alerts will be sent for any organization or person who owes OSHNA money. The board agreed.

       b. Membership card supplies:

 Doreen needs to order another 1000 of the card stock for the membership cards.  The cost for the stock is $530.00 and the charge for printing the OSHNA letterhead on them is $817.00, for a total of $1347.00. She advised that we used the initial stock rather quickly because we had the initial issue to all members.   

There followed a discussion of costs, with suggestions for checking for less expensive printing.  Doreen advised that we had conducted extensive research into the cards originally and the current setup was the one we concluded was best.  Jeff advised that Helen had done much research when we were first setting this up.  

Cathy moved we order 1000 card stock, Linda seconded, the motion passed

Cathy will check with another printer as to cost.

2.    LAKE ROBERTA – Carol Sivard

Greg Barnhill, reporting for Carol provided an update about the grant that we are using.  The first activity was installation of the water goat which was effective in filtering the trash generated by last weekend’s rain.  The next step will be spraying for foreign plants.

A volunteer is collecting the aluminum cans and putting them in his recycling box.  They plan to hold a community meeting, perhaps in March, to present the parks plan for the lake. 

3.   HISTORIC PRESERVATION – Ann MacDonald

Over the holidays 6 members have been working on the nomination to the National Register of the Jackson House.  This activity has been creating increased awareness of the age and historic nature of the structure.  She anticipates having the nomination ready for final review and submission to Tallahassee in mid-February.

The committee also wants to bring John Cinchett back to present another slide show

4.   BYLAWS – Bill Hunter


Draft of suggested revisions:  The committee had hoped to have a final version available today but we continue to get comments and suggestions on the web site and feel that they should be addressed.  The copy given to board members tonight is a semi-final version.  The Committee will meet again and address these.

Brad suggested that we make public a cutoff date for comments.   He also wishes to be sure that the elections procedure is completely and perfectly clear with no ambiguity.  He also suggested that on the web site we respond to the comments, including to whom the response is addressed.  

The Committee will meet again and address the comments.

5.   INFORMATION AND OUTREACH – Doreen Jesseph


The committee has had its First Meeting.  The purpose of the committee is dual:  to gather information from residents throughout SH, whether members or not, especially in areas where we have few members; and to disseminate information.  Doreen has noticed that there are misconceptions about the organization and one purpose of the committee would be to educate.


Constant Contact – an online tool for sending bulk emails. She uses this tool at her place of employment so is very familiar with it.   The committee plans to use this tool since OSHNA currently subscribes to this.  In order to add the survey function would cost $180.00 a year (15.00 a month).   She does request this cost be included in the budget.


She would be not necessarily be using the current Constant Contact list but the surveys would use OSHNA’s Constant Contact url as a return and the reply would reside in CC’s system until she called up reports and/or results.  DD noted that DJ had agreed that she (DJ) would be the sole person to access the database.  DJ expressed the understanding as to the confidentiality of the database.

Deirdre moved - We approve the use of Constant Contact for one year for up to $180.00 with the agreement that the email addresses of the members be used only for official purposes, and that the board have approval of the surveys.   Linda seconded.  The motion passed unanimously

Discussion:  Peter asked Doreen J. if a year would be adequate to determine how useful it would be.  She replied that it would.

THAN REPRESENTAVE – Jeff Harmon 

THAN has not had a meeting for some time but this past Wednesday they met with three members of city council.  The meeting had not been noticed to the public so the council members had to take turns being in the room for a general discussion of community events.  Dingfelder expressed a wish for support in opposing the electric fences in the neighborhood.  There will be a workshop April 22.  Mary Mulhern is very pleased about the community gardens and supports them.

Kacy asked about the billboard issue and Jeff advised that there is an upcoming workshop and that the billboard companies are offering compromises.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

Progress report on the Sunday Morning Market –Greg Barnhill

The school board has granted approval, sponsorships are coming in, the organizers are coordinating with other local markets, and there are now about 40 anticipated vendors.  The first event will be Sunday, February 14, 9:00 to 1:00.  It will not be a flea market but will be geared towards organic and healthy living and handmade crafts.  It will not be a business expo.  Press releases will be out soon and a web site will be established.

NEW BUSINESS:

1. Approval of the GM agenda. Cathy Moved approval of the agenda, Linda seconded. Motion passed.

2. Note that it is voting day and the basement room is a polling place, so the meeting will start at 7:30pm. 

3. Friends of the Seminole Heights Library (FOL)

a. Evan reported that the FOL requests, and the librarian agrees, that the funds held in the OSHNA acct for the library be transferred to the FOL.  The amount is $1262.94. 

 Evan moved we release these funds to the Friends of the SH, Peter seconded. Motion passed.

b. Book sale – OSHNA has done an annual book sale the proceeds of which went into the OSHNA library fund.  This sale has been named the Steve Gluckman Book Sale.  The FOL would like to do a book sale, probably in April, and requests that OSHNA jointly sponsor the book sale with SHFOL.  The result is that the sale will proceed as it usually has.  This will involve some expense on OSHNA’s part. 

Kacy Curry moved we co-sponsor the FOL book sale projected for April 2010 in honor of Steve Gluckman; to include a click-to-mail to OSHNA membership (cost approx $150.00).  Bill Hunter seconded.  Motion passed

4. Hillsborough County Recognition awards.  Shawn will be sending emails to the board about this.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Next board meeting Tuesday, February 16, 2010, 6:30

Next General Membership meeting Tuesday, January 26, 2010, 7:30

Home tour date will be April 18, 2010

E-MAIL MOTIONS:

1/12/10

MOTION: I'd like to move that we purchase enough copies of the same edition of Roberts Rules that Linda gave Shawn. Each Board member could then have their own copy for reference and that we should reimburse both Shawn & Linda. 

FIRST: Doreen Di Bona

SECOND: Peter Spanos

Yes: Doreen Di Bona, Peter Spanos, Bill Hunter, Shawn Hicks, Cathy Simon,

No: None

Abstain: None

Not Voting: Evan St. Ives                                                        MOTION CARRIED

 

 

01/13/10

MOTION: I motion that we approve and send the letter to the city designating Jeff Harmon as OSHNA's representative at the January 2010 meeting between the city and the residents of Oaks at Riverview.

FIRST: Shawn Hicks

SECOND: Cathy Simon

Yes: Shawn Hicks, Cathy Simon, Peter Spanos, Doreen Di Bona, Bill Hunter

No: any     

Abstain: None

Not Voting: Evan St. Ives                                                           MOTION CARRIED

ADJOURNMENT:

The meeting was adjourned at   8:44 pm by Shawn Hicks

Respectfully Submitted,

Bill Hunter, Secretary
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