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Old Seminole Heights Neighborhood Association General Membership Meeting Minutes  

Tuesday, January 26, 2010

 CALL TO ORDER:

The meeting was officially called to order by Evan St. Ives, vice-president, at 7:40 pm, when quorum was declared.

QUORUM

1. Board members in attendance:  Shawn Hicks, president; Evan St. Ives, vice-president; Cathy Simon, Treasurer;  and trustees, Kacy Curry, Doreen Di Bona, Linda Rodgers, Peter Spanos, and Deirdre Welch. 



Absent: none
 2.    Others present: Approximately 60 of the general membership.

SPEAKERS:

1.   Call to order – Evan St. Ives, Vice President

Short introduction on conduct of the meeting

Introduction of Guests – Presentations at side tables


HART – Ms. Mary Shavalier, here with information about high-speed rail.

CVS   – Mr. Greg Webb, with a projected layout for the proposed CVS store at Nebraska and Sligh.
2.  Presentation of Officers:  These new officers were selected at the last Board meeting to fill vacancies on the Board.
President – Shawn Hicks


Trustee    – Kacy Curry


Trustee    – Linda Rodgers


Trustee    – Deirdre Welch 
Shawn Hicks then assumed chair of the meeting.

Shawn introduced Kacy Curry as the new Land Use Committee chair.

He then recognized Larry Drane as the newly elected BGOSH President

He also announced that Isabella Marchese, a resident of our neighborhood, had written a letter to the mayor about a spring in the area that is not being cared for.  She came to the front and read her letter.  It described how beautiful the spring was in the past and how neglected, littered, and overgrown it now is.  The mayor replied, advising that she agreed with Isabella’s sentiments and has instructed Steve Gagnon of the parks dept to take action
3.  Committee Reports:  


A. Historic Preservation Committee – Ann McDonald 



Power-Point – OSHNA Events for 2009  
B. Save Lake Roberta Committee – Shawn advised that the committee obtained a significant grant for work on improving the lake.  OSHNA is paying the bills as they come in and the grant reimburses OSHNA.  More detail on the Lake Roberta Grant was presented as part of the Power Point.


C. Jeff Harmon made a brief report about the local projects and organizations that have been supported by OSHNA, such as:  the Great Neighborhood Yard Sale, the Holiday Dinner, The Holiday Concert, Paint Your Heart Out, Library Book Sale, Pumpkin Parade, John Calvin Learning Center Anniversary, Seniors in Service, Friends of the Library, Seminole Heights Community Garden Club, and others.

D. Bylaws Committee – Bill Hunter reported that after last year’s proposed revisions didn’t pass, the Bylaws Committee went back to work, took the comments and suggestions that were received then and again.  The Committee met at least monthly went over the bylaws, line by line, and after much work (over 130 hours of volunteer time) and a great deal of discussion, sometimes quite spirited, was able to present a new set of suggested changes.  At the end of December we posted on the web site the proposed changes.  There is a place on the web site for comments and suggestions.  We have received quite a few and continue to receive them.  So please go on the web site, read, and comment.  The deadline for comments will be February 28.
E. Membership Committee – Doreen Di Bona



a. Membership Update – we have 456 active members, 10 business memberships, and 29 simple non-voting members (no longer live here but are interested in OSHNA).  That leaves 417 active, voting members.  In a normal year we have some members who don’t renew but we also have some who are new and the result is that the total stays roughly the same.   Figures for 2009 are as follows:  121 new members, 340 members renewed, 119 members did not renew (includes members who moved, died, or chose not to renew), 2 members resigned.

b. In 2009 we started issuing membership cards to active members.  In July we sent out 438 cards to all those who were currently members in good standing.  Since then we have sent 131 cards to renewing members and 125 cards to new members.  The cost of the cards totals $1.28 for printing and mailing.
c. Click2Mail Activity – This is a private company that operates in cooperation with the Post Office.   We began using this as an additional method to communicate with members in July of 2008 and used it four times in that year.  In 2009 we mailed 8 separate informational postcards or letter to members and/or affected individuals with OSHNA boundaries.
d. Bungalow Alerts – These email alerts were begin in October of 1998 as a method of communication for the 9 OSHNA Board members about OSHNA matters.  This was eventually expanded to anyone who cared to sign up.  The list soon became too large for Doreen’s private email account and in February of 2007 we subscribed to Constant Contact, a bulk emailing service.  We currently have two lists in this system:  OSHNA members, and others.  We have a total of over 800 subscribers.

e. Since its inception in 1988, OSHNA has maintained the privacy of member’s information.  We have never released names, addresses, or telephone numbers, other than with the explicit permission of a member for OSHNA business.  OSHNA has maintained the same standard with the list of email addresses used in our Bungalow Alert system.  

Prior to the 2008 OSHNA election, and again just before the 2009 election, OSHNA received a request from OSHNA members who were running for positions on the Board.  While both of these members operate businesses within the neighborhood, each specifically stated that he/she was asking to be provided a copy of the entire active membership database in order to campaign for the election.  After careful consideration the OSHNA Board denied each of these requests.  However, we are discussing if it is appropriate for OSHNA to implement a procedure for our members to indicate whether they wish to “op-in or opt-out” for such requests.  Once the Board has reached a decision on this we will advise all members of any needed action on their part which would allow OSDHNA to continue to respect our member’s privacy.
Kacy Curry suggested we take a poll by show of hands concerning this issue.  Doreen asked those who would prefer their information not to be released to please raise their hands.  Nearly everyone in the room did so.  She then asked for a show of hands from those who would wish their information released.  There were two who so indicated.
NEIGHBORHOOD CONCERNS:
Interactive discussion – members present concerns to the Board 

WHERE WOULD YOU LIKE OSHNA TO GO FROM HERE?

(Issues brought forward will be referred to committees for action or added to new business.)
There was no response from the floor
Shawn briefly reported on the Info & Outreach committee.  This year we have a new committee chair Doreen Jessup, who is a marketing professional.  The Committee has made personal contacts with all kinds of organizations.  Doreen plans to conduct surveys both on line and in person and tabulate the results to determine the needs and desires of residents in the area.  

NEW BUSINESS:
Renew Tampa Survey – Suzanne Prieur


This survey is a project, a weekend event/seminar put together by the AIA of Tampa Bay.  The purpose is to find out what we need from them in terms of our older houses.  Suzanne will be happy to provide a survey if you like.  The event at which they will provide the results of the surveys will be in October.

Members contribute

Shawn also introduced Peter Spanos, who was selected for a Board opening in December.
Greg Webb of CVS spoke briefly about the plans for the new CVS.
Mary Shavalier spoke on light rail projects that HART is working on.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:
The SH Bicycle Club announced an event set for February 27, 3:00 to 5:30 pm.  It is called Hub & Grub Ride and will be tour of Seminole Heights restaurants by bicycle.
The next OSHNA Board Meeting will be on Tuesday February 16, 2010.
A question from the floor concerned low-income housing in SH.  Kacy explained that she believed this was part of the form-based zoning plans that would be a land use change that may allow some low income housing. 

Larry Drane reminded the chair about the Sunday Morning Market which is coming up on Feb 14, 9:00 am to 1:00, presented by BGOSH and sponsored by all three SH associations.  It will be a market of organic foods and vegetables, guest chefs, crafts, etc, and is planned as a monthly event for four months.
ADJOURNMENT:

The meeting was adjourned at 8:54 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

William R. Hunter, secretary
Executive Board Meeting Minutes
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