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Old Seminole Heights Neighborhood Association Board Meeting Minutes  


Tuesday, April 20, 2010

CALL TO ORDER:

The meeting was called to order at 6:35 pm by Shawn Hicks, president.

QUORUM:
1. Board members in attendance:  Shawn Hicks, president; Evan St. Ives, vice-president; Cathy Simon, treasurer; Bill Hunter, secretary; and trustees Kacy Curry, Doreen Di Bona, Linda Rodgers, Peter Spanos, and Deirdre Welch.
2. Others Present: Greg Barnhill,  Ann McDonald, Myron Griffin, and Matt Welch
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:
Motion: that the agenda be approved with the addition of a letter regarding OSHNA’s EIN number.
SECRETARY’S REPORT:
1.
Secretary’s Report – Bill Hunter
Evan commented that we need to add the email motion on stickers.  The secretary will do so.
MOTION:  That we approve the minutes of the Board meeting of 03-16-10 

· First – Evan
· Second – Linda
· Vote – carried unanimously
TREASURER REPORT:
1. Treasurer’s Report – Cathy Simon

Cathy provided a profit and loss statement, and balance sheets as of end of March 2010. 

MOTION:  That we approve the Treasurer’s Report

· First – Linda
· Second – Peter
· Vote – carried unanimously
Cathy reported that we received a refund in the amount of $62.80 after closing the Hampton Terrace sign account with Tampa Electric Company.
MOTION:  That the refund be returned to the donor (Shawn Hicks)

· First – Doreen
· Second – Evan
· Vote – carried unanimously
Tax return – information to IRS has been completed by the accountant and is ready to be mailed.  Cathy will give board members until Friday to advise her of any amendments or changes necessary and then she will send it.

LETTERS INCOMING [For introduction into the record]:
Email letter dated today from Jim Kwid to Evan St. Ives and others, questioning the borders of OHSNA, the Advisor editorial about the status of Hampton Terrace Neighborhood Association (HTNA), and OSHNA activities in the Hampton Terrace area.

Linda suggested we discuss the letter point by point.  
· As to the boundaries, Evan explained that the city of Tampa recognizes neighborhood boundaries but OSHNA sets its own boundaries as a corporations registered with the state.

· Status of HTNA – Evan explained his editorial used the term “fully established” meaning that HTNA has not held elections. 

· Activities in HT – Linda felt strongly that we need to determine this evening what activities we will fund.

Peter pointed out that Jim Kwid is not president of HTNA, indeed, no one is president at this point, and that the email was sent to Evan, not to OSHNA or its president.   

Kathy asked Greg is there is any issue with OSHNA continuing with the Lake Roberta grant.  Greg stated no, that the only requirement is the deadline within which the work should be completed.  Peter asked for clarification as to whether there is any problem in our continuing with the grant.  Discussion clarified that the parties to the grant were OSHNA (our Lake Roberta Committee), Tampa Bay Estuary Program, and parties with whom we contract for certain work.  The remaining step is to complete the master plan and activate it.  
After discussion the board concluded that the letter, as written, is from one resident of HT to another, (it uses no titles and is not addressed in any official way), Evan stated that he will reply advising Jim that if he has issues or questions to address to OSHNA they should be addressed to the board.

LETTERS OUTGOING [For introduction into the record]:
Letter to IRS regarding OSHNA’s EIN.
Last month we approved a letter to the Parks Dept in support of the sidewalk/trail project but had not sent it because of a concern about conferring with neighbors who live along the route.  
NEIGHBORHOOD CONCERNS  
None
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

· Playgroup -- Patterson Park Picnic Summary
The picnic was an outstanding event with over 100 people, with roughly 40% being children.
Myron and Florence collected many signatures in support of the sidewalk project.  We gave the service award to Bella Marchese.  

· Communications – the Advisor has gone out, a 20 page issue.  Because of a last minute ad cancellation it will end up a little in the red but is a very successful issue.  

Cory Toler, who has been editor, has had to resign as she is now employed full time.

MOTION:  That we appoint Evan St. Ives as editor.
· First – Shawn
· Second – Kacy
· Vote – carried unanimously
Doreen wished to advise the Board that Corey had to withdraw early in the process of this issue of the Advisor and that Evan served as editor for this issue.
· Home Tour – Eric was out of town but Cathy made a preliminary report.  We sold roughly 400 tickets total and have received several very complimentary emails.  She did not have a final figure on profits.  The designated charity/project for this year would be replacing the soccer goals at Henry and Ola Playground for which the Board has strong support, and the Seminole Heights Community Garden.
When Eric returns he will schedule an after-tour meeting (to which the Board is invited) to go over procedures and actions, and amounts to be donated. 
· Hampton Terrace Sign Repair – Myron Griffin reporting.  In light of the current uncertainty with the HT situation, no action has been taken to date. 

· Greenspace – Myron Griffin.
Myron reported that he attended the groundbreaking for the Davis Islands Trail, met the landscape architect who designed their trail, and met their neighborhood liaison who worked on their project.  He plans to use these contacts in our project.
He also advised that Peter Spanos had been thinking of a tree project to plant trees along I-275 as a buffer between the homes/neighborhood and the Interstate, between the river and Hillsborough Ave..  He has also heard that SSHCA has a similar project in mind for Hillsborough Avenue south to MLK.  He would like to push for this.  Also he would like to institute a wildflower project for the same area. 
The sidewalk project has been approved and we should see construction from Hanna to Sligh Avenues within the next six months.  He was urged to continue with polling the neighbors along that route as a good PR move.
· Save Lake Roberta – 

Regarding money – Cathy reported that there is $422.95 in the Save Lake Roberta, aka Friends of Lake Roberta (which is more a neighborhood group than an OSHNA committee), fund.  This was the profit from the yard sale and other sales.  A Lake Roberta event is scheduled for May 8 and will be in the front yard of someone who lives on the lake using these funds as an educational event for children and residents.  This event will fulfill a requirement in the grant for education.
MOTION:  That OSHNA provide funds for this event up to the total of the $422.95 
· First – Cathy
· Second – Evan
· Vote – carried unanimously
Discussion of the Lake Roberta event – covered many issues, both pro and con.  The Board concluded that since this event is on private property, the group has planned the event, and has funds earmarked sufficient for the purpose, that the event should go forward.  
MOTION:  That the above motion be amended to state that the funds be authorized provided OSHNA is clearly a sponsor.
· First – Linda
· Second – Peter
· Vote – carried unanimously
· Bylaws – Bill Hunter
Bill reported that the Committee has produced a final version of the revisions, having reviewed all comments on the web site and taken them into account.  A copy was emailed to Board members for their consideration.  He asked for a motion to approve the proposed revisions for consideration of the membership.
MOTION:  That the board approve the proposed amendments to the OSHNA bylaws
· First – Peter
· Second – Evan
· Vote – carried unanimously with a proxy vote by Shawn for Cathy.
· Land Use – Kacy

Community Garden Code – Several folks have been working on a city code governing community gardens and the committee will follow this.

The Land Use committee is planning a letter to DOT concerning use of chain link fences on the interstate, encouraging minimum use of such fences.

MOTION:  That the Board approve the issuance of a letter on Land Use Committee letterhead supporting minimal or less obtrusive use of chain link fences along the interstate
· First – Kacy
· Second – Doreen
· Vote – carried unanimously

Variance – request for wet zoning by the restaurant on Nebraska Avenue just south of the river.  The Committee considers this a speculative wet zoning because there is no operating restaurant at this time.  Shawn recalled that the Board has established a general policy on wet zoning that concerned hours and outside noise.  The Committee’s recommendation was not to support the request as there is no business operating there now.  
MOTION:  That the Board oppose the wet zoning.
· First – Kacy
· Second – Cathy
· Vote – carried unanimously with a vote by Shawn
· Gluckman Book Sale – Evan

Evan thanked all who contributed to this successful project which raised over $1200.00.  Two boxes of paperbacks were donated to the Veterans Administration for various uses.
$120.00 was donated to Seminole Heights United Methodist Church for use of room and storage

THAN REPRESENTAVE – Jeff Harmon 

Jeff was unable to attend the meeting because of illness but emailed in the following report about THAN’s deliberations about the current billboard issue:

Most of what has been discussed concerns how many existing signs are to be exchanged for a single digital billboard and the flip time. There is a report due out from the Federal Highway Administration (available at) http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/2010/03/digital_billboards_being_studi.html  that will address digital billboards. Scenic America opposes these (http://www.scenic.org/billboards/safety). 

Our major concern with previous agreement is that it did not protect all neighborhoods the same. Historic Hyde Park and other “designated scenic roads” were protected. The last time I spoke on this issue at City Council and to Julia Cole, I asked that all neighborhoods receive the same treatment and that no bill board go into a residential area (which would mean restricting their use along 275 and Hillsborough, Nebraska, Florida). I also asked that we wait til the FHA released their study. 
I have asked for the latest agreement and will forward it to you as soon as I get it. We should still present our own opinion on this agreement to City Council.
Kacy pointed out that a recent article reported that the proposed agreement provides for “only” 15 digital boards per company and that they would be limited to interstates and busy roadways.  This obviously does not protect all neighborhoods equally. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

Replacement of the soccer goals at Henry and Ola Park.

Shawn requested that the Board appoint Matt Welch as committee chair of an ad hoc committee whose sole purpose is to work with other organizations, raise funds, and for the purpose of replacing the soccer goals at the playground.
The committee and appointment were approved by acclamation

NEW BUSINESS:

· Rough draft of the application for OSHNA funding or support 

Linda had sent out a suggested application and has received several suggestions for changes.  The Board was in general agreement and will plan to approve final wording by the next meeting or sooner.
ELECTRONIC MOTIONS:

Submitted by Evan St. Ives
Motion:  That we donate $100.00 this year to the OSHNA Paint Your Heart Out Tampa Team.

First:  Evan
Seconded:  Deirdre
Vote:  In favor: Cathy, Dierdre, Doreen, Bill, Peter, Evan, Linda
             Abstain: Kacy, Shawn
Motion Passed
ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Doreen reported that we have the new OSH stickers and they are being sent out to new members as they join.

Doreen also reported that the Bungalow Alerts are now set up so that we can send alerts to only members, to only non-members, or to all.

· Next Board Meeting: Tuesday, May 18, 2010 

· Next General Meeting: Tuesday, April 27, 2010

· Lake Roberta Picnic Saturday, May 8
ADJOURNMENT:

The meeting was adjourned at 8:57 pm by Shawn Hicks.

Respectfully Submitted,

Bill Hunter, Secretary
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