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Old Seminole Heights Neighborhood Association Executive Board Meeting Minutes  


Tuesday, July 20, 2010

CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm by Shawn Hicks, president.  

QUORUM

1. Board members in attendance:  Shawn Hicks, president; Evan St. Ives, vice-president; Bill Hunter, secretary; Cathy Simon, treasurer; and trustees Doreen Di Bona, Linda Rodgers, Peter Spanos, and Deirdre Welch.
2. Others Present: Myron Griffin and Robin Milkowitz
3. Kacy Curry was absent as she was on vacation.
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA


The agenda was approved as presented.
SECRETARY’S REPORT

Secretary’s Report – Bill Hunter
· MOTION: To approve the minutes of the 6-15-10 board meeting, 
· FIRST:  Cathy
· SECOND:   Doreen
· VOTE:  passed unanimously
2. Letters incoming – see New Business, number 2.
3. Letters outgoing - none
TREASURER’S REPORT 
Treasurer’s Report – Cathy Simon
Cathy stated that there we have a refund of Estuary Grant money from The Lake Doctors since those funds weren’t used for the purpose intended.  This refund does not show on the statement.  The funds will be credited back into the grant fund and must be used for purposes set out in the original grant.  It was also clarified that moving forward with the grant will be deferred until after the Hampton Terrace Election in August. 
· MOTION:  To approve the Treasurer’s Report dated 6-30-10.
· FIRST:  Linda
· SECOND:  Doreen
· VOTE:  passed unanimously.
NEIGHBORHOOD CONCERNS  

None presented

COMMITTEE REPORTS

1. Soccer Goals – Update 
Shawn reported that he and Matt Welch met with Nick Kelso of the parks department.  He is in charge of all the parks in the SH area and is very excited and pleased about the project.  The fund raiser will be a soccer clinic and picnic at Henry Ola Park.  It will be a joint project between OSHNA and OSHPC.  We need a $70.00 permit from the fire department and a site plan of the event.  There is no limit to accepting donations in the park but we cannot sell anything.  The date of the Park event will need to be one of the middle two Saturdays in August (14th or 21st) in order to involve the Rowdies as that is the only period they will be in town and available.  This will be a high visibility event because Henry Ola is the soccer playing field for all of Tampa.

Note:  We now have a PayPal donation spot on OSHNA’s web site for people to make donations through OSHPC for the goal post project.
2. Greenspace – Update – Myron Griffin
· Minimizing of chain link fencing along the interstate:  the fencing at the Hillsborough Avenue interchange has been moved and litter picked up, and moving the fencing at MLK and Sligh has been approved.  The committee will request that FDOT clean the overpasses in some way.  The committee also hopes to secure some additional landscaping to help hide the fencing.
· Living Wall along the Interstate – FDOT seems to be giving serious consideration to this project and has asked the OSHNA Committee to develop information as to the feeling of neighbors about the wall and the opinion of the city.
· Wildflower planting on the Interstate – FDOT is reluctant to go forward with this as they have had problems in governing the mowing schedule in urban areas.  The Committee will continue to work on this. 
· Sign Repair at Hampton Terrace – Myron reported that there is extensive wood rot in the sign and repairs may require some extensive work and considerable money.
3. Advisor  - Update – Evan St. Ives 
This issue went out on time so that there is plenty of advance notice for the General Membership Meeting.  Evan advised that he has received quite a number of complimentary calls, including from one person who suggested that the date that the Advisor was established be put on the mast head, and this will be done.
We had about 40 requests for the new electronic version of the Advisor.  A few of them were bounced because of transmission problems and the committee is working solving this.

4. Bylaws – Bill Hunter
The presentation of the proposed updates to and voting on the bylaws has been planned for the General Membership Meeting on July 27.  Brad Patrick and Shawn Hicks will moderate, Bill Hunter will stand by as consultant/parliamentarian, and Deirdre Welch will be timekeeper for comments.  Membership has been informed of the presentation by three Bungalow Alerts, a letter mailed directly to each member household, and an outstanding front page article in the Advisor, as well as having been on the web site since the end of 2009.  We have a PowerPoint presentation that will play during supper and that Brad will use as a visual aid during voting.
5. Garbage Collection 

The goal of the Committee is to secure collection of garbage, yard waste, and recycling on the alleys, as far as is possible.  
The Committee has requested the collection routes from the city and received replies indicating that the city did not have such a thing.  Obviously this cannot be true so the Committee has just sent another letter to the city explicitly requesting the route maps.
· MOTION:  To approve the new letter concerning garbage collection and that it be sent to:  the mayor, city council, and everyone who has been involved in the emails concerning this issue.
· FIRST:  Linda
· SECOND:  Evan
· VOTE:  passed unanimously 
Action:  Cathy asked that everyone work on the petitions and collect as many signatures as possible in the near future.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Home Tour Chair Appointment – Shawn Nominated Cathy Simon as Home Tour Chair.  The Board unanimously approved the nomination.

NEW BUSINESS

1. Election Committee

Shawn nominated Chad Daughtery as chair.  The Board unanimously approved the nomination.

2. Chamberlain Patrick

OSHNA has had the Chamberlain Patrick law firm under retainer and that firm has dissolved.  OSHNA may choose to have the balance of any retainer transferred to either the new Chamberlain firm, the new Patrick firm, or returned to OSHNA.
The Board discussed the issue from several viewpoints:  whether OSHNA currently needs an attorney on retainer; the fact that Hunter and Brad have donated a great deal of time to the organization, although Brad probably more; that Brad has been an exceptionally valuable member of the Bylaws Committee, and other points.  
· Motion: that we retain Brad Patrick as attorney of record for OSHNA.

· First:  Evan
· Second: Linda

· Vote:  Aye - Bill, Linda, Doreen, Peter 
Nay - none
Abstain - Deirdre, Cathy

The motion passed.

Action:  Shawn will reply to Brad’s letter.

3. Community Garden Ordnance (Land Use Committee) – Robin Milkowitz
The community garden group strongly feels that the community garden ordnance as passed by Tampa is too restrictive, unnecessarily complex, and that the fee is exorbitant.

Robin requested a letter from OSHNA in support of reducing or eliminating the fee in the current ordnance (currently $1500.00) and simplifying the code.  She noted that Saint Petersburg’s community garden code is roughly one page and Tampa’s is six pages.  The Board discussed many of the issues concerning community gardens:  fees, locations, neighborhood involvement, etc.

· MOTION: To issue a letter in general support of community gardens, specifically the Seminole Heights Community Garden, and in favor of regulations that encourage this activity and make it accessible to people of all income levels.
· FIRST:  Deirdre
· SECOND:   Cathy
· VOTE:  Passed unanimously.
Action:  Shawn will write the letter and submit it to the Board members for final approval.

Shawn noted that the Land Use Committee feels it is desirable to have workshops on community gardens.
4. Bungalow Alert Policy

Doreen presented a written policy that puts down the policies under which we have operated the alerts since 1998.

Discussion:  the Board felt that the rule “the event is free and open to the public” needs some exception; otherwise we ourselves could not advertise our fund-raising events.  The Board decided to add:  “The event is organized as a fund-raiser for a not-for-profit or non-profit.”

Motion:  That we approve the Bungalow Alert Guidelines with the above amendmen.

First:  Linda

Second:  Peter

Vote:  Passed unanimously

NOTE:  (A copy of the guidelines is posted at the end of these minutes).  

ELECTRONIC MOTIONS

 1402 E Park Circle - Alan Wright Park (Not a motion but an affirmation in support of renaming the Springs Park) 
Email dated 17 June 2010

ANNOUNCEMENTS

1. Evan advised the Board that he is working on amending OSHNA’s corporate documents to include our boundaries.
2. Next General Meeting: Tuesday, July 27, 2010 
3. Next Board Meeting: Tuesday, 8-17-10
ADJOURNMENT:

The meeting was adjourned at 8: pm
Respectfully Submitted, 

Bill Hunter, Secretary
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Bungalow Alert Guidelines
In 1998, when the OSHNA Board first began to use email to communicate with our membership, simple guidelines were established for requesting that information be sent via email to those people on the “Bungalow Alert” list. The guidelines for submitting a request for a Bungalow Alert are:

· The event is free and open to the public
· The event is organized as a fundraiser for a non-for-profit or a not-for-profit entity
· Of interest to the Old Seminole Heights neighborhood in general

· New businesses within the neighborhood may request one Grand Opening alert

· Bungalow Alerts for business advertising, other than the Grand Opening alert, are not permitted

· OSHNA cannot send alerts for events/activities such as yard sales, open houses or other functions which provide financial benefit to an individual

· The Bungalow Alert service is available only for OSHNA Board-sanctioned purposes

· The OSHNA Board maintains the database of email addresses, in accordance with industry approved standards concerning privacy (email addresses may be added to the list only with the permission of the addressee and each Bungalow Alert contains a link for the person to unsubscribe)

· The OSHNA Board reserves the right to decline a request for a Bungalow Alert if it is deemed inappropriate or does not comply with the purpose and mission statement of OSHNA

If you have a request which meets the above guidelines, please send an email to bungalowalert@oldseminoleheights.org, providing the basic information of who, what, where, when & why. Your request should be at least one (1) week prior to when you want the alert to be sent. OSHNA will review your request and notify you as soon as possible as to whether we will send an alert for your requested activity/event. Any art work (flyer, graphics, etc.) needs to be submitted with the request, in a .jpeg file, in order to upload it to Constant Contact, our email marketing. 
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