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Old Seminole Heights Neighborhood Assn. General Membership Meeting Minutes  


Tuesday, July 27, 2010

CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Shawn Hicks, president.  

QUORUM

1. Board members in attendance:  Shawn Hicks, president; Evan St. Ives, vice-president; Bill Hunter, secretary; Cathy Simon, treasurer; and trustees Kacy Curry, Doreen Di Bona, Linda Rodgers, Peter Spanos, and Deirdre Welch.
2. A careful count of members present showed that we had failed to achieve a quorum.
INTRODUCTION
President Greeting – Shawn Hicks welcomed those attending and opened the serving lines.

DINNER
Buffet dinner.  Main dishes chicken Marsala and vegetarian lasagna provided by OSHNA from Reservations To Go; vegetables, salads, side dishes, desserts provided my members.

During dinner a slide show outline of the proposed bylaw changes was projected on a large screen at the front of the room.

REPORTS

1. Shawn reported on several general information items:

a. A new policy for accepting sponsorship/participation requests is in place.  Shawn briefly explained the new policy and form for requesting donations from OSHNA

b. A new bylaw policy.  Shawn explained that OSHNA is working on written guidelines for conduct of elections which will be in place for the election.

c. OHSNA has revised our Bungalow Alert policy to allow alerts for non-profit or not-for profit organizations 

2. Elections – Shawn introduced Chad Daughtrey, who will chair the election committee.  Chad spoke briefly, provided contact information, and asked for volunteers for the election committee.
Shawn advised that there will be a temporary email address:  elections@oldseminoleheights.ofg
3. Project summaries:

 a. Springs – The Springs Committee is in the process of mapping the springs in Seminole Heights.  A recent contact is a surveyor and has old survey maps which he will provide.


  b. Soccer – OSHNA is working on donating new goalposts for Henry Ola Park.  There will be a fund-raising event on Aug 28, 9:00 to noon, at the Park.  There will be a professional soccer coach and the University of Tampa women’s soccer team.

  c. Survey - The Information and Outreach Committee reported on the on-line survey.  The purposes and use of the survey were explained.  A main objective is to collect feedback not only from members but from all residents of the area.  To date we have had 72 people fill out the survey.  They have been from every quarter of Old Seminole Heights, have been residents for many years and as little as a year, and about 55% were OSHNA members.
The things people like were the convenient location of the area, the friendliness of neighbors, and the historic homes.  The least desirable things were:  the lack of service business, unattractive commercial corridors, and crime.  The top three things liked about OSHNA:  serving as a resource for information, being an advocate for land use and code enforcement, and social activities. 

There was a question from the floor – is there any way to respond to the survey if you do not have computer?  At present we don’t but will work on this.

A drawing of the names of those who had completed the survey was held.  Juliane Iannarelli won a drawing of a $75.00 gift certificate to a Seminole Heights area business.
4. Committee Reports:

a. Greenspace – Myron Griffin reported that we are still in consideration for the sidewalk/Seminole Heights Trail project.  He also advised that FDOT has been working on moving the chain link fences at the interchanges in our neighborhood farther from the cross streets.

Also, the Committee is working on a living wall of trees which are to be planted along the Interstate to form a buffer wall between the Interstate and the neighborhood.  The Committee is working with FDOT and the city and has had some positive responses from both.
b. Deirdre Welch reported for the new Solid Waste Committee.  This Committee has been working with the situation having to do with the proposed changes in solid waste and recycling pickup.  The city had delivered new garbage containers and intended to end all pick up on the alleys.  
The Committee is working with the city on this issue and is circulating a petition asking that all waste service be put back in the alley as was intended when our neighborhood was laid out.  The Committee is also working with many of the other historic neighborhoods.

c. Bylaws – Bill Hunter advised that we could not vote on the proposed amendments to the bylaws since we do not have a quorum.  He then answered questions from the floor about the proposed changes and the process of proposing amendments.

NEIGHBORHOOD CONCERNS  

Mona Roberson asked if it is possible to change the definition of quorum.  The answer was yes, we can, but it takes a quorum in order to vote on such a change.

Shawn asked for a vote of members present concerning whether they would be in favor of a special membership meeting between now and the regular meeting in October.  There were 25 in favor, 1 who preferred to hold off.

Bruce Gibson stated he has a concern about proposed changes that might affect our approval as a neighborhood organization by the city.  Shawn advised that he has brought this question up to Shannon Edge but the feedback seemed to be that we should pass the change and then the city will advise. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

None
NEW BUSINESS

None
ANNOUNCEMENTS

1. Next Board Meeting: Tuesday, August 17, 2010
2. Next General Meeting: Tuesday, October 26, 2010 

ADJOURNMENT:

The meeting was adjourned at 8:41 pm
Respectfully Submitted, 

Bill Hunter, Secretary
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